
Principal’s Message – May 20, 2022 

 

Good evening from Principal Chaffin at Starkey Elementary.   

The school year is quickly winding down with the last day of school being this coming Thursday, May 

26th.  The last day will be a two- hour early dismissal day for all Pinellas County Schools.  Please make 

arrangements accordingly for a 12:55 pm pick up.  Students are permitted to bring backpacks through 

the last day of school. 

Input for teacher traits next year won’t be necessary this time as we are trying something new.  Rather 

than balancing classes using the traditional model of mixing students, we will be placing students into 

classes by ability levels instead by using various ELA data points.  This will allow students to have more 

targeted instruction with teachers focused on remediation or enrichment programs more thoroughly.  

Then, as students progress or digress through the grading periods, conversations with you will be held to 

discuss a change in placement and programs if needed.  As always, if you have any questions, concerns 

or need clarification please don’t hesitate to reach out. 

Meanwhile, I hope you take advantage of the Summer Bridge opportunity in June and strive to avoid any 

learning loss over the summer.  The students will be missed, but I look forward to seeing them back 

when classes resume Wednesday, August 10th, with our school hours remaining 8:45-2:55 pm. 

In closing, I’d like to thank YOU for a wonderful and memorable year.  Your support and involvement 

have been unmeasurable to our successes.  I’d like to invite you to our annual Grade 5-vs-Staff softball 

game Wednesday, May 25th, from 9-10 am to help us close out the year in a fun way.  I’d also like to 

wish Mrs. Barnes and Mrs. Mertz happy retirement as well as best wishes to our teachers who are 

moving.  Thank you for the time you have given our students and families! 

Thank you and good night. 

 

 


